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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Site Name and Location

Barta Farms/Midwest Abrasives County: Shiawassee
6560 Smith Road Michigan Code Number: 7808NO2E22CA
Henderson, Michigan 48841 DNR District: Lansing

EPA ID Number: None

Midwest Abrasives, located at 510 South Washington Street, Owosso, Michigan,
48867, is the producer of belt and paper abrasives. They use phenolic
resins and animal by-products in this process. These substances end

up in the wastes generated by these processes. The company attempted

to contract a solid waste disposal firm in 1970 to haul the wastes but
none would handle them under Act 136 regulatioms. By July 1972 the
company had accumulated approximately 180 barrels and arranged with

an employee, Kent E. Aurand, to dispose of the wastes in a gravel pit
behind his 5650 Smith Road, Henderson, Michigan property. Domald V.
Barta bought the Aurand property and reported that 200 dented and leaking
barrels were located there,

Since that time the barrels have been removed by a licensed waste hauler.
Concentrations of phenol found in the barrels ranged from 5,200 to 640,000
ppb. Soil samples showed 500 ppb of phenols. Reports from Michigan
Department of Natural Resources staff and county health department
officials indicate that soil contamination still exists, as well as ponded

water in the pit,

Except for the barrel removal, no remedial actions have taken place

at the Barta Farms site. Population exposure through direct contact

is possible since no fencing exists. No funding is presently available
for further investigations or cleanup of contaminated soils at this
site.

Follow Up Recommendation for EPA

A high priority for inspection was assigned to Barta Farms. It is hoped
that a site inspection will help further define the nature of groundwater

and soil contamination on site.
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Date: August 3, 1984
Name: Barbara Grabowski
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SITE DESCRIPTION/EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Site Name and Location

Midwest Abrasives/Barta Farms County: Shiawassee
5650 Smith Road Michigan Code Number: 78-08N-02E-22BC
Henderson, MI 48868 DNR District: Lansing

EPA ID Number:

SAS Score/Screen No.: 5

Midwest Abrasive, located near Owosso, MI, produces belt and paper
abrasives. Phenolic resin and animal by-products are used in process
manufacturing. In 1972, approximately 200 drums of waste from MWA was
dumped by an emplovee of the facility (Kurt Aurrand) on the employee's
property (now Barta Farms), a gravel pit located behind 5650 Smith Road.
Mr. Aurrand sold the property to Mr. Barta in 1977. Drums were placed in
standing water on-site. All the drums were eventually removed by the
responsible party by 1981 (date uncertain), but drums were known to have
leaked during this interim. At this time, groundwater and soil contami-
nation is suspected and the site will remain listed until more recent
information becomes available to confirm or deny the existence of contam-
ination. A PA, SI and draft HRS score was generated for the locations,
but it does not appear as a likely NPL candidate, based upon the draft
HRS score.

Date of Previous Summary: Current Date: 3/20/86
Previous Author: Author: N. Rottschafer

Site Assessment Unit
Groundwater Quality Division
Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources



